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Written submission from Associated British Ports 

I am responding on behalf of Associated British Ports (ABP) to the above. ABP is the 
UK’s largest port operator, and owns and operates 21 ports across the UK, 2 of 

which (Ayr and Troon) are in Scotland. The ports of Ayr and Troon are strategically 
located at the entrance to the Firth of Clyde on Scotland’s West Coast. Annually, 
they handle over 1m tonnes of dry bulks, forest products and on-shore wind farm 
components. ABP is statutory harbour authority for all its main ports and are 

committed to effective environmental management across all its activities. 

We welcome this opportunity to comment on the final draft Scottish National Marine 
plan, which encouragingly has been amended to address a number of the key 
concerns we raised as part of the formal consultation in 2013. Most notably the plan 

includes far more proportionate statements, objectives and policies regarding shore-
side power and ballast water management - the previous draft could have resulted in 
onerous requirements for the ports and shipping industry in this respect.  

There are however a few further points as follows that we feel warrant further 

attention in Chapter 13 (Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries):  

• Commercial anchorages are integral to the logistical planning of port 
operations and provide ships with essential safe places of refuge, for example 
if severe weather limits safe access to a port for a period of time. As such, the 

role anchorages play and their potential interactions / conflicts with other 
marine uses (especially the potential conflicts with cabling and marine 
protected areas) should be more detailed in the issues section and their 
protection should be specifically provided for in the transport policies. 

Commercial anchorage also do not appear to be mapped on the NMPi which 
should be addressed to ensure marine planners, users and decision makers 
are aware of their location to help facilitate their protection.  

• Within the vicinity of most ports there are defined approach channels – and 

the majority of ports require to dredge in these areas to ensure safe access 
for visiting vessels.  As per for anchorages, we feel similar protection should 
be afforded by the plan for the navigational approaches to ports (i.e. main 
access channels that require dredging or could require dredging in the future) 

that are in use now or likely to be used (and dredged) over the lifecycle of the 
plan. Aside from ferry routes and AIS snapshots, these approaches have not 
mapped on NMPi or specifically protected under the existing policies.  

• Dredge disposal sites are also integral to allowing ports to continue to 

maintain safe access channels. These are included in the NMPi data, but as 
per anchorages and approach channels, they warrant more discussion in the 
issues section to explain why dredge disposal areas need planning for and 
safe-guarding, what incompatibilities potentially exist and some specific 

mention / commitment to safeguarding disposal sites should be included in the 
policies themselves.  


